
Minutes of monthly meeting of Ardee Town Council held in Mid-Louth Civic Services Centre, Fairgreen, on Wednesday 12th January 2011 at 7.30 pm
Cathaoirleach: 
Councillor Mary Kavanagh
Other Members:
Councillors Michael Farrelly, Leonard Hatrick, Dolores Minogue, Fintan Malone, Pearse McGeough, Jim Tenanty.


Officials:

Joe McGuinness, Town Manager

Mairead Duffy, Town Clerk

In Attendance:
Ardee Community School Junior Council 




Representatives.


Apologies:

Cllr Padraig McKenny, Cllr Finnan McCoy, 





Mr Paul Gallaher
-------------------------------

MINUTE 01/11
Minutes
The minutes of the monthly meeting held on 8th December 2010 were approved by the Members on the proposal of Cllr Malone, seconded by Cllr Farrelly.
The minutes of the statutory budget meeting held on 8th December 2010 were approved by the members on the proposal of Cllr Malone, seconded by Cllr Farrelly.

MINUTE 02/11
Notice of Question

2.1  
From Cllr. Malone
“are housing estates in Ardee suffering from low water hydrant pressure, if sop what areas are affected as this is a safety issue”

Reply from Des Foley, Director of Service, LCC
Apart from the recent severe weather, Louth County Council is aware of low water pressure in two areas, namely:

1. The new Council Housing Scheme off Sean O’Carroll Street-this area is being addressed at present through small schemes works with a new main being laid to service this area.

2. St. Brigid’s Hospital – watermain on Kells Road will be considered for upgrade as part of a water conservation programme.
Joe McGuinness will organise a report for the next meeting paying particular attention to De la Salle Cresent, Moorehall, Heathergate and Clonmore.
2.2
From Cllr Malone
“is it possible for a ramp to be erected on Stoneylane before the entrance of Rockfield to slow down traffic coming down the hill as there is poor visibility as you exit Rockfield from Smarmore.”

Reply from Paul Gallagher, Senior Executive Engineer, LCC
This will be considered in the 2011 Roads Programme.

MINUTE 03/11
Notice of Motion from Other Councils

· Macroom Town Council (NPPR) – Motion passed.
MINUTE 04/11

Correspondence 

AMAI – Spring Seminar
Cllr Tenanty proposed Cllr McKenny attend, seconded Cllr Kavanagh.  Cllr McGeough proposed Cllr Tenanty attend, seconded Cllr Kavanagh.

MINUTE 05/11
AOB
Town Twinning – Cllr Tenanty updated members on the upcoming visit of representative from Netunno to take place over the St Patrick’s festival.  Cllr Tenanty presented a proposed programme of events for this visit.  It was noted that Junior Council representatives would be invited to these events.
Cllr Tenanty advised that an invitation has been extended to 4 delegates to attend a festival in Netunno in May 2011.  Delegates to attend will be nominated at the next monthly meeting.
Cllr Tenanty informed Junior Council members of some youth competitions which will be organised as part of the twinning programme.
Louth Tourism – On behalf of Cllr McKenny, Cllr Kavanagh proposed a meeting with Ray Carroll to discuss Ardee tourism.  A meeting date was provisionally set for 26th January at 4.30pm.  Cllr Kavanagh also spoke of a proposed Food Trail Event being organised by Local Traders.
Public Lighting – Cllr Tenanty told members he reported the lights at the N2 Bus Stop to the public lighting contractor but nothing has been done as yet.  
Cllr Minogue sought an update on pubic lighting at the Castleguard Junction and was advised that ESB Networks are due to connect these lights towards the end of next week.

Manholes – Cllr Tenanty sought repair to manholes in Ardee, located in Market St., Jervis St and Carrick Rd.
Freeze – Cllr Malone thanked essential services staff for work they carried out during the severe weather.  He also highlighted water issues in housing estates during this period.  Joe McGuinness advised that Local Authority housing estates endured the conditions quit well.  It was agreed that Private Estates were worst effected.  In response to Cllr McGeough, Joe McGuinness agreed that future taking in charge of housing estates may be affected by the location of service pipes. 
N2 Roundabout – Cllr Hatrick advised there is a water cutting on the road at the Tallanstown exit of the N2 roundabout which is causing a problem.
Bus Stop – In response to Cllr Hatrick, Mairead Duffy advised that the seat at the N2 Bus Stop had been stolen.
Asbestos – Cllr McGeough condemned, what he called, anti-social, environmental vandals who dumped waste material, including asbestos, at a site in Ardee.  He thanked Louth County Council who acted swiftly to test and cover the asbestos.  Cllr McGeough said this was a serious issue which happens too often and at the expense of the local authority.
Cllr Tenanty asked for anyone with information in relation to this illegal dump to contact an Garda Siochana.

Vote of Sympathy – A vote of sympathy to the family of Michaela McAreavey(nee Harte) was passed.
Cathaoirleach Padraig McKenny thanked members for their co-operation.
That concluded the meeting.

Signed:
____________________

Dated:
_____________



Chairman

